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to the Secretary.” The ease had all the requirements of 3 Ccerp. Gen. 
590 except that this Individual arrived in Washington on ifey 3, and 
the vouchor was submitted covering pandiem from May 3 to May 16, the 
date of his appointment. Tho Ocoptroller General disallowed this per 
diem on the basis that it was "an attempt to give the employee the 
salary of the position from May 3, the date he arrived in Washington, 
instead of from May 16, the effective date of his appointment." "In 
lieu of all other expenses including transportation and subsistence, he 
was allowed a per diem of $15*56 for a period not exceeding 15 days.,* 
The per diem allowance • * » is the equivalent of an© day's compensa- 
tion at $5600, the salary Of the position >0 which (subject) was subse- 
quently appointed." 

.. r; — .^.—31' Gasp. Gen, 173, 8 KcnremSber 1951 (B-106ll6)t (Beadncte) 

"The function of ascertaining the qualifications of prospective 
employees to hold positions subject to the Civil Service laws an d 
regulations is a matter within the Jurisdiction of the Civil Service 
Commission, and therefore. Government agencies may not pay the travel 
or subsistence expense© of Individuals incurred for the paspose of 
determining their qualifications to hold such positional however, 
prospective emp l o yees who are to be appointed to positions excepted 
from the Civil Service law© and regulations and the Classification 
Act, may be transported to the place of employment for interviews 
befgre-hiring • 

"Government agencies may not pay the travel and subsistence 
expenses of individuals to the appropriate headquarters office for 
the purpose of interesting oar persuading them to accept Govermaant 
positions." 

This is a short decision clearly stating the rule; consequently, 
it is quoted in its entirety. 

"Reference is made to your letter of October l6, 1951, requesting 
decision upon the questions stated in your letter, as follows* 

"1. (a) May the Department (of Agriculture) pay the travel and 

subsistence expenses of individuals who are reached, on Civil 
Service registers in order to interview tliem at the appropriate 
headquarters office; (b) may such expenses be paid when there 
is no Civil Service register; and (e) may such expenses be 
paid in those cases where individuals have Civil Service status 
and are eligible for a Civil-Service appointment without 
examination. 

"2. May the Department pay the travel and subsistence expenses 
of individuals to the expropriate headquarters office feu* the 
purpose of interesting them in employment in the Department? 
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